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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1 - 81 are presented for examination. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 3, 4 are objected to because of the following informalities: "a unique". 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1, 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

A. The following terms lack antecedent basis: 

I. name - claim 1, line 8 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed pubhcation in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. 

6. Claims 1, 2, 11, 12, 21, 22, 27-38, 40-50, 54-64, 67, 68, 71-81 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hughes et al. [ US Patent No 5,959,275 ]. 

7. As per claim 1, Hughes discloses the invention substantially as claimed including an 
apparatus for registering a network server, comprising: 

a first identifier uniquely identifying a network server having a logical server name [ col 
5, lines 29-41; and col 9, lines 1-8 ]; 

a scanner reading the first identifier [ col 2, lines 51-53 ], wherein the scanner also 
permits entry of network server-related information, including network server location 
information [ Figure 7; and col 9, lines 22-47 ]; and 

a memory storing the scanned first identifier, the logical server name, and the network 
server location information, wherein the stored first identifier, name, and information are related 
to each other [ i.e. database ] [ Figure 6; and col 3, lines 29-44 ]. 

8. As per claim 2, Hughes discloses a second identifier affixed to a rack location where the 
network server is located [ i.e. bar code ] [ col 5, lines 29-41 ], wherein the scanner reads the 
second identifier and the memory stores the scanned second identifier as network server location 
information related to the stored scanned first identifier [ Figure 1\ and col 9, Hnes 22-47 ]. 
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9. As per claim 1 1, it is method claimed of claim 1, it is rejected for similar reasons as 
stated above in claim 1 . 

10. As per claim 12, it is method claimed of claim 1, it is rejected for similar reasons as 
stated above in claim 2. 

11. As per claim 21, it is rejected for similar reasons as stated above in claim 1 . Furthermore, 
Hughes discloses connecting the network server to a network [ Figure 1 ] and retrieving the 
logical server name of the network server on the network [ i.e. inquiry ] [ Figure 7 ]. 

12. As per claim 22, it is rejected for similar reasons as stated above in claim 2. 

13. As per claim 27, it is rejected for similar reasons as stated above in claim 1 . 

14. As per claim 28, Hughes discloses encoded with software to enter commands and receive 
information through a hand-held controller [ Figures 4-7 ]. 

15. As per claim 29, Hughes discloses the command available to be entered include entering 
location information for the network server [ Figures 4-7 ]. 
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16. As per claim 30, Hughes discloses the information received includes a map displaying the 
location of the selected network server [ Abstract; and Figure 7 ]. 

17. As per claim 3 1 , it is program product claimed of claim 1 , it is rejected for similar 
reasons as stated above. 

18. As per claims 32-34, they are program product claimed of claims 28-30, they are rejected 
for similar reasons as stated above in claims 28-30. 

19. As per claim 35, Hughes discloses the invention substantially as claimed including an 
apparatus for locating a network server, comprising: 

a first display displaying the logical server name of a sought network server [ Figure 6; 
and col 8, lines 46-col 9, lines 21 ]; 

a first processor searching a database for the displayed logical server name [ col 3, lines 
29-44 ]; and 

a second display displaying location information for the network server fi*om a record 
found by the processor in the database [ Figure 7; and col 9, lines 22-47 ]. 



20. 



As per claim 36, it is rejected for similar reasons as stated above in claim 30. 
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21 . As per claim 37, Hughes discloses the displayed location information is presented in the 
form of directions to guide a user to the network server location [ i.e. Floor, row, bay ] [ 
Abstract; and Figure 5 ]. 

22. As per claim 38, Hughes discloses 

a third display displaying an identification value for the network server from the found 
record in the database [ Figures 6 and 7 ]; 

a scanner reading an identifier on a network server located at the location displayed from 
the found record in the database [ Abstract; and col 2, lines 51-66 ]; and 

a second processor comparing the read identifier with the displayed identification value 
for a match [ col 7, lines 28-3 1 ]. 

23. As per claims 40 and 41, they are rejected for similar reasons as stated above in claims 1 
and 38. 

24. As per claims 42 and 43, they are rejected for similar reasons as stated above in claims 1 
and 35. 

25. As per claim 44, it is method claimed of claim 35, it is rejected for similar reasons as 
stated above in claim 35. 
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26. As per claims 45 and 46, they are rejected for similar reasons as stated above in claims 36 
and 37. 

27. As per claim 47, Hughes discloses the directions to guide a user are displayed as direction 
arrows on the displayed map of the data center [ 502-512, Figure 5 ]. 

28. As per claim 48, it is rejected for similar reasons as stated above in claim 38. 

29. As per claim 49, Hughes discloses displaying a warning should the comparison not 
produce a match [ i.e. error ] [ col 6, lines 54-57 ]. 

30. As per claim 50, it is rejected for similar reasons as stated above in claim 37. 

31. As per claim 54, it is rejected for similar reasons as stated above in claims 40 and 4 1 , 

32. As per claims 55-57, they are rejected for similar reasons as stated above in claims 32-34. 

33. As per claims 58 and 59, they are rejected for similar reasons as stated above in claims 42 
and 43. 

34. As per claims 60-62, they are rejected for similar reasons as stated above in claims 32-34. 
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35. As per claims 63 and 64, they are rejected for similar reasons as stated above in claims 1, 
42 and 43. 

36. As per claim 67, it is rejected for similar reasons as stated above in claims 1, 42 and 43. 

37. As per claim 68, it is rejected for similar reasons as stated above in claims 1 and 21 . 

38. As per claim 71, it is rejected for similar reasons as stated above in claims 27-30. 

39. As per claim 72, it is rejected for similar reasons as stated above in claim 66. 

40. As per claims 73-75, they are rejected for similar reasons as stated above in claims 28-30. 

41. As per claim 76, it is rejected for similar reasons as stated above in claims 64 and 65. 

42. As per claims 77-79, they are rejected for similar reasons as stated above in claims 28-30. 

43. As per claim 80, it is rejected for similar reasons as stated above in claim 49. 

44. As per claim 81, it is rejected for similar reasons as stated above in claim 76. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
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45. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

46. Claims 3-7, 13-17, 39, 51-53, 65, 66, 69 and 70 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Hughes et al. [ US Patent No 5,959,275 ], in view of Pruett et al. [ US 
Patent No 6,170,059]. 

47. As per claim 3, Hughes discloses the invention substantially as claimed including an 
apparatus for registering a netw^ork server, comprising: 

a reader reading the unique identifier affixed to the coupler [ col 8, lines 27-31 ]; and 
a memory storing the read unique identifier [ i.e. database ] [ Figure 6; and col 3, lines 
29-44 ]. 

Hughes does not specifically disclose 

a coupler affixed with a unique identifier and attached to a network server. 
Pruett discloses 

a coupler affixed with a unique identifier and attached to a network server [ col 2, lines 
15-27; and col 5, lines 27-35 ]. 

It would have been obvious to a person skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to combine the teaching of Hughes and Pruett because Pruett' s teaching would allow to 
determine the identification of network server in an efficient manner. 
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48. As per claim 4, Hughes discloses an apparatus for registering a network server, 
comprising: 

a scanner reading the unique identifier [ col 2, lines 51-53 ]; and 

a second memory storing the scanned unique identifier [ i.e. database ] [ Figure 6; and col 
3, lines 29-44 ]. 

Hughes does not specifically disclose 

a coupler associated with a unique identifier; 

a first memory of the coupler initialized with a unique identifier number associated with 
the unique identifier; 

a network server to which the initialized coupler is associated. 
Pruett discloses 

a coupler associated with a unique identifier [ col 2, lines 15-27; and col 5, lines 27-35 ]; 

a first memory of the coupler initialized with a unique identifier number associated with 
the unique identifier [ Abstract; and col 2, lines 15-27 ]; 

a network server to which the initialized coupler is associated [ col 4, lines 15-30 ]. 

It would have been obvious to a person skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to combine the teaching of Hughes and Pruett because Pmett's teaching of coupler would allow 
to maintain the identification of devices consistently. 

49. As per claim 5, Hughes discloses a bar code label [ Abstract ]. 
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50. As per claim 6, it is rejected for similar reasons as stated above in claim 2. 

51. As per claim 7, Hughes discloses a network to which the network server is connected [ 
Figure 1 ], wherein the logical server name of the network server is retrieved from the network 
and stored in the first memory [ i.e. database ] [ Figure 1; and col 3, lines 24-39 ]. 

52. As per claim 13, it is method claimed of claim 3, it is rejected for similar reasons as 
stated above in claim 3. 

53. As per claim 14, it is method claimed of claim 3, it is rejected for similar reasons as 
stated above in claim 4. 

54. As per claim 1 5, it is method claimed of claim 3, it is rejected for similar reasons as 
stated above in claim 5. 

55. As per claim 16, it is method claimed of claim 3, it is rejected for similar reasons as 
stated above in claim 2. 

56. As per claim 17, it is method claimed of claims 1 and 7, it is rejected for similar reasons 
as stated above in claims 1 and 7. 



57. As per claim 39, it is rejected for similar reasons as stated above in claims 3 and 38. 
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58. As per claim 51, it is rejected for similar reasons as stated above in claims 3 and 38. 

59. As per claims 52 and 53, they are rejected for similar reasons as stated above in claims 3, 
49 and 50. 

60. As per claims 65 and 66, they are rejected for similar reasons as stated above in claims 3, 
42 and 43. 

61. As per claims 69 and 70, they are rejected for similar reasons as stated above in claims 3, 
42 and 43. 

62. Claims 8-10, 18-20, 23-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hughes et al. [ US Patent No 5,959,275 ], in view of Pruett et al. [ US Patent No 6,170,059 ], and 
further in view of Simmon et al [ US Patent No 5,867,688 ]. 

63. As per claim 8, Hughes and Pruett do not specifically disclose a hand-held scanner 
requiring successful user login prior to use. Simmon discloses a hand-held scanner requiring 
successful user login prior to use [ Figures 2 and 4 ]. It would have been obvious to a person 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teaching of Hughes, Pruett and 
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Simmon because Simmon's teaching of user login would allow to add protection aspect to the 
system for security improvement. 

64. As per claim 9, Simmon discloses a third memory accepting an identification and a 
password entered during a user login, wherein the identification and password are transmitted 
from the third memory to the second memory, and wherein a level of authorization based on the 
entered identification and password is verified and the functions of the scanner are limited based 
on the verified authorization [ Figure 4; and col 8, lines 48-col 9, lines 22 ]. 

65. As per claim 10, Hughes discloses the scanner receives information associated with the 
network server and transmits the received information to the second memory for storage [ 114/ 
116, Figure 1 ] ]and wherein the received information is selected from the group of server-related 
information, consisting of rack location, customer name, role, type, status, hostname, port, EP 
address, and description [ Abstract; and Figure 6 ]. 

66. As per claims 1 8-20, they are method claimed of claims 8-10, they are rejected for 
similar reasons as stated above in claims 8-10. 

67. As per claims 23-25, they are method claimed of claims 8-10, they are rejected for 
similar reasons as stated above in claims 8-10. 
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68. As per claim 26, Simmon discloses the database resides on the hand-held scanner [ 
Figure 15 ]. 

69. A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 3 (three) months 
and 0 (zero) days from the mail date of this letter. Failure to respond within the period for 
response will result in ABANDONMENT of the application (see 35 U.S.C 133, M.P.E.P 
710.02, 710.02(b)). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dustin Nguyen whose telephone number is (703) 305-5321. The 
examiner can normally be reached on flex. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, FoUansbee John can be reached on (703) 305-8498. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished, 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Dustin Nguyen 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2154 




